A Spicule of Rabbit Bone, 3 in. in Length, removed by Upper Bronchoscopy from the Trachea of a Boy, aged 5.
By H. J. DAVIS, M.B.
THE child, while eating boiled rabbit, had a choking fit lasting a quarter of an hour; it then stopped. The mother, who had pushed her finger down the boy's throat, thought that he had swallowed the obstructing body, but " as he had been unable to swallow anything since" -i.e., for twenty-four hours-she brought him to the hospital to see whether she was right in her surmise or not.
The child, I noticed, kept his head bent to the left with the chin flexed on the chest. This was put down " to shyness," but I put it down to the foreign body. An X-ray plate was taken with negative results. Nevertheless the bone was there all the same, and was easily seen with the bronchoscope owing to its ivory colour; it was fixed obliquely in the trachea about 2 in. below the cords, and was removed with the extractor under anmesthesia. This case was ancesthetized by Dr. Phillips by injecting a syringeful of ether into the buttock, the child being primarily rendered unconscious by ethyl chloride. This method is a great convenience, for it disposes of the wafts of chloroform which the operator periodically receives in his face when inspecting through the tube. Ancesthesia was complete, and I can recommend the method to others.
The case is also of interest as it exemplifies the fact that absence of cough and other respiratory distress by no means excludes, as one would expect it should, the presence of a foreign body in the air passages. The symptoms in such cases are very severe at first, and then quickly disappear, as in this instance, and nothing may attract attention for some days until perhaps a unilateral bronchitis developswhereas, when foreign bodies lodge and are retained in the esophagus, patients are in trouble all the time.
The foreign body is i in. in length, very sharp at both ends, hence its impaction.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said the negative result of the X-ray examination was very interesting. Sometimes one could detect the foreign body by instantaneous X-ray photography which would not have been shown by the ordinary method. He remembered a case in which a foreign body was thus overlooked (a very hard and thick chicken bone), but it was at once detected by the instantaneous method.
Dr. FINZI asked if a lateral view was taken in the case. Both lateral and anterior views should be taken. The instantaneous method should always be carried out in the case of children, otherwise there could not be a cessation of both breathing and swallowing during the exposure.
Dr. DAVIS, in reply, said that a lateral view was also taken. The child was quickly ancesthetized by ethyl chloride, and the injection was made not under the skin, but into the muscle of the buttock, which prevented sloughing of the skin. The liquid boiled at 9Q0 F. The child was heavily asleep threequarters of an hour after the operation. It was well known that injections direct into the muscle were not nearly so painful as those under the skin. following her occupation. She had double frontal sinus and double antral suppuration, and an operation on the antra and intranasal removal of suppurative ethmoidl cells failed to effect relief. 'The ,exhibitor's osteoplastic operation was performed a little more than a jA-10a
